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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Contral latalligescs
BUBJECT: Soviel Heavy Bombar Problesn |

1. This will summarise the latest dovelopmants Ia &
prodlsas which relates to your April testimnony beisie the
Sysslagton Cammitize. sod to your possible ﬂh&;&ﬁﬁ s
bring that testimony up to dats. The sigabiicant poiat is |
| that istelligance roceived since you testilied bas ot caly

csnsad CIA o lower it8 former cotimates of haavy bomber

former esthmaten. As a result. the ferthcosuing 1L N-4-56

l
production, but is now also causing AFCIN to re-coxasalas its )
1
will show & seduction In present Boviat beavy bowber strsagih. 1
|
|

and may alse show & redusilon in the straagth astiaased fo:
w1385,

2. s April 1356, you testifled beiors the Symiagton Committes
that surrent and projectad Ssvist heavy bembm streagth is |

sporational usits was as follows:
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BEAR 45 dave L& H)
This testimony was based on 3 agrzed updsting of the
istaliigence pruseated in NIE H.56, dated 6 Narch
3. In respense to Committae questioning. you also testified
a8 3o astimated cwnulative production of theer sdecralt as

followa:
1 April 1956 il 1384

BN 180 133

BEAR ¥ 463
The curreat production dgure lor BISON was ageeed by ORE
and AFOIN. Theze wan » dhilerence of opinfon rugarding |
ewrrant BLAR production, so ao Hgure wes given. The
Comunittas requestad that aa agreed fyure be supplied by the
snd of biay, dut this was not done 28 9 sgresmant could be
resched. The wodd-1757 production was 2s agresd in RIL H-56.

4. Basing his testinsany oo the abovs cotlmates, Gon. LeMay

iater tastifled in opan pession that curzant Soviet strangth ia

BCN s wes lazget thon US strength in F-52° and that i heavy

bombs: production procesded st the rates estimated ior the USSR

=
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ané plansed for the US, by mid-1959 the USSR would have 2 sub-
Wy lazges force of hexvy bambars than the % would then
have. This has besn 2 major polat in the Cormmittes’s argument
that US production smuast be stepped up.

the avatlabls svidence by both ORR and AFOIN, with ORR
making drastic reductions in ity estimatzs of ¢wriont prodwctios

snd AFCIN making misoer readjustmeats.

way in which Sovist heavy bowber strength would probably bulld

25X1B4D
cauned o re-cuzsninstion of ol
25X1
[wo projectivns of the
25X1
25X1

#p wais writtes into the draft sntioatq
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While these fgures showsd diffarent rates of buildup, both
groups agread that estimated cuzrent and future productisn rates
wonld aupport the agreod mid-155% operational strangth ootimats.

7. AFCIN mtfiret indicated that theis acw sntimate would be
prasentad to the Board aod IAC representatives on Miondsy, 2 July,
bt inforrned us 29 June that they probably weuld aot be prapered

to present thelr asw fgures uatll & week later.
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The IAT target date for NIT H-4-58 han, thersiore,
besn posponsd watl] 17 July, and it i possible that even this

taxgst dats will 2ot ba mst.

Asgletant Director
Hationsl Zstimutss
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